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have been dispatched throughout the whole world, ran-
sacking every land for new plants and new varieties of old
plants.

These expeditions have visited, for example, within
the Soviet Union itself, Armenia, Altai, Azerbaidjan, and
the Pamirs: outside the Union they have travelled to
Persia, Afghanistan, Mongolia, Japan, Korea, India, Gey-
Ion, Java, China, the United States, Mexico, Guatemala,
Cuba, Ecuador, Peru, Bolivia, Chile, Argentine, Uruguay,
Brazil, Abyssinia, Eritrea, Egvpt, and other places.

The President of the Lenin Academy of Agricultural
Science, Professor N I. Vavilov, has been largely in charge
of this botanical work.

Vavilov is a most remarkable man. His energy is
inexhaustible. He sleeps little. He has iron nerves. A
characteristic story is told of him. Once, when flying
Lo Baku, his plane ran into a mnety-mile-an-hour gale,
making a landing impossible. The airman flew for shelter
to some neighbouring hills, and reached them with ex-
hausted petrol supply. The plane had been flung about like
a tossed leaf in autumn gales, but, whilst others thought of
iheir last wills and testaments, Vavilov was seen to fall
asleep in public. No form of useful activity or fruitful
discussion presented itself. He utilized the time in
slumber.

Under Vavilov's direction the science of botany has been
approached for the first time in a really comprehensive
manner, and the Soviet Union now possesses the world's
richest collection of different plants. In number, variety,
and exhaustive completeness it is unsurpassed. The sixty
expeditions which have been dispatched have returned with
300,000 specimens of plants.

This vast collection has supplied information as to the
frequency of different sorts of plants in different parts of
the world. Some regions are found to possess more
varieties than others. A natural inference follows. Any
region which possesses the largest number of any particular
species of plant has presumably had that species for the
longest period of time. We may assume, therefore, that
such a region is its natural and original home.